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The year 2009 has been extremely productive for ANZMTG and has included the approval 
of 3 new clinical trials (Mel-D, MEL-QOL and RTN2) and continued and ongoing support of 
active trials. Also, this year the ANZMTG protocol development and synopsis process has 
been rolled out, resulting in several other projects which are in the pipeline for                
development.  
 
The increase in ANZMTG activities is a reflection of the commitment and enthusiasm of the 
ANZMTG Executive Committee, staff and the membership. I would also like to take this 
opportunity to thank Cancer Australia, Clinical Oncological Society of Australia (COSA) and 
University of Sydney who  have provided funding and continued support to ANZMTG.  
 
ANZMTG continues to explore and expand collaboration opportunities with other groups; 
ANZMTG looks forward to supporting melanoma research activities and clinical trials in 
2010 and beyond.  

 
Finally, I would like to congratulate and encourage all who have contributed to the achievements of ANZMTG thus 
far and wish you and your family a safe holiday over the Christmas season. 
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Staff Newsτ Arrivals  

We warmly welcome Marianne Byrne, who joined ANZMTG in     
October 2009 as a Project Officer. Marianne joins the group after 
having worked at The George Institute for International Health on 
Neurological and Mental Health studies primarily in stroke. She 
graduated from the University of Sydney in 2006 with a B.Sci 
(Hons) and has recently completed a Graduate Certificate in    
Clinical Trials Management at the University of Canberra. 
 
Marianne looks forward to providing exceptional co-ordination of 
the Whole Brain Radiotherapy Trial and to assist ANZMTG in 
other trials.  

Marianne Byrne, ANZMTG 
Project Officer 
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The 36th COSA ASM was held from 17-19 November 2009 at the Gold Coast. This       
successful multidisciplinary event was attended by health professionals from Australia 
and New Zealand with key speakers from renowned international Cancer Centres as 
well. This year ANZMTG provided travel grants to six members to enable them attend 
the conference.  
ά¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅέ  

Sally Blandford, Oncology Research, Frankston Hospital  

36th Clinical Oncological Society of Australia Annual Scientific Meeting  
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Melanoma Network of New Zealand (MelNet) was established when over 
230 health professionals gathered in Wellington in November 2008 for the 
inaugural New Zealand Melanoma Summit. The impetus for the Summit 
came, in part, from those involved in developing the Clinical Practice   
Guidelines for the Management of Melanoma in Australia and                  
New ZealandΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ {ǳƳƳƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ǳƴŀƴƛƳƻǳǎƭȅ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ 
to establish a network to link all health professionals working in melanoma.    
 
aŜƭbŜǘΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŀǊŜΥ   

To be the umbrella network for melanoma control in New Zealand,         
supporting others working in melanoma control/management 
To facilitate and promote the advancement of professional practice and coordination in melanoma control 
To be involved in strategic change projects 
To provide a home for associated organisations and committees 

 
The MelNet Establishment Committee is co-chaired by Associate Professor Graham Stevens (Radiation Oncologist) 
and Dr Gary Duncan (Plastic Surgeon). Membership is open to professionals, including health promoters, health        
professionals, researchers and policy makers. During the past year MelNet has continued to consolidate its role in 
coordinating melanoma activities in New Zealand. In addition to overseeing the Network, the Establishment            
Committee provides advisory service to the core membership of the group and the New  Zealand Guidelines Group 
(NZGG) on the development of an implementation plan for the Melanoma Guidelines.   
 
In July 2009 MelNet launched its website to provide a resource and communication centre for those involved in the 
melanoma sector in New Zealand. Funded by the Health Sponsorship Council and the Melanoma Foundation, the 
site features a password-protected area for professionals and regular updates on published research and clinical 
trials.   
 
To learn more about the group and/or to obtain more information, visit www.melanoma.org.nz/melnet or contact 
Betsy Marshall, MelNet Co-ordinator by phone +64 274 715 931 or email melnet@melanoma.org.nz. 
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The Society of Melanoma Research (SMR) holds Annual Meetings to       
provide researchers with an opportunity to collaborate, meet and share 
ideas about all forms of melanoma research. The 7th International   
Melanoma Congress and the 4th Meeting of Interdisciplinary Melanoma/
Skin Cancer Centres will be held at the Sydney Convention and Exhibition 
Centre from 4-7 November 2010. The meeting represents a fantastic               

opportunity for melanoma researchers and health professionals to meet and hear about progress in research and 
treatment. The conference will also feature a patient forum and update on the latest treatments.  
 
The Congress theme is Pathways to Treatment, which encapsulates the ongoing translation of our basic knowledge 
of the cellular pathways underlying melanoma development to the design of new molecular therapies to treat this 
disease. 
 
Abstracts for proffered papers will be requested in April 2010. This event is sponsored by the University of Sydney 
and is hosted by the Melanoma Institute Australia. 
 
For more information visit www.melanoma2010.com.   

Melanoma Network of New Zealand (MelNet) 

Society of Melanoma Research (SMR) Congress 2010 

From left: MelNet Co-Chairs, Dr Gary Duncan and 
Associate Professor Graham Stevens  
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Professor Rebecca Mason is a leading 
academic at the University of Sydney 
and is involved in research on vitamin D 
and the mechanisms which regulate   
calcium and phosphate concentrations 
and bone mass.  
 
A key finding of her research group was 
that vitamin D compounds, which are 
made in skin, also provide considerable 
protection from UV-induced DNA     
damage in human cells, mice and      
people. 
 
Professor Mason is President-Elect of 

the Australian and New Zealand Bone 
and Mineral Society, a Board member of 
Osteoporosis Australia and a member of 
the ANZMTG. 
 
Recently, at the 14th Workshop on    
Vitamin D in Brugge, Belgium, Professor 
Mason was honoured in recognition of 
her career contributions to vitamin D 
research. 
 
ANZMTG supports Professor Mason's 
clinical trial research in melanoma and 
would like to congratulate her on this 
great achievement.  

Professor Rebecca Mason awarded for her work in vitamin D research 

The Launch of the Communication Workshop Initiative; tailored for Melanoma researchers 

 
 

ANZMTG has provided funding support to 
Melanoma Institute Australia (MIA) to    
enable the hosting of a series of            
Communication Workshops.   
 
The workshops are designed to address 
both clinical and administrative staff who 
deal with melanoma patients and their 
family members. The facilitator will address 
the following topics: 

Dealing with patients in waiting rooms 
Patients who have received bad news 
Melanoma in young patients (family  
issues) 
Melanoma terminology and how        
familiar is this to the general population 

 
The  first workshop was successfully held 
on 26 November 2009. 
 
Future plans for the workshop include a      
revised format for clinical staff to be held in 
2010 and expansion to involve staff in 
other states.  
 
Please stay tuned on www.anzmtg.org for   
updates on this initiative. 

Hanne Skottun (left), actor and Professor. 
Francis Boyle enacting a patient scenario at 
the workshop 

άExcellent workshop!    
During the course not only 

did I learn from the       
Instructor, I also learnt 
many things from my    

colleagues and what they 
face on a daily basis doing 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊƻƭŜέ  

Leanne Rose, MIA  

άI think it was brilliant!  
Especially being a new 
ǎǘŀŦŦ ƳŜƳōŜǊΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳέ  

Kylie Geeves, MIA 

 

 ANZMTG Newsletter ƅIssue 4 ƅ2009                                                                                                  Page 3 of 7 

The group observe the dynamics between 
Professor Francis Boyle and the actor during 
a mock consultation 

ά¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ 
appropriate for the group 

it was targeted to. [I 
gained] new ideas for    
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎέΦ 

Bronwyn Raymond, RNSH 

Announcements 

Professor Rebecca Mason with her 
award. On either side are the Workshop 
convenors, Professor Roger Bouillon 
(left) and Professor Anthony Norman  
(right) 
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